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Editorial Statement 


THE JOURNAL OF AMERICAN FOLKLORE is much more than just the quar- 
terly organ of a national scholarly society. It is a veritable institution in 
folkloristics. The roster of past Journal editors and contributors for the 
past eighty-eight years reads like an honor roll of folklore scholars, and 
the bibliography of major articles published in it is a series of milestones 
of folklore theory and analysis. On a more prosaic and pragmatic level, to 
beginning scholars in folklore JAF represents the pinnacle of scholarly 
credentials they hope to add to their dossiers, while to some non- 
professional folklore enthusiasts who discover it in their local libraries, 
JAF is expected to be at least as interesting as the fascinating folk 
materials and folk events that it discusses. To this extent, at least, the new 
editor of JAF will attempt to meet the expectations of its diverse readers: 
the materials published in it should be dignified and scholarly, yet 
readable, clear, and always presented so as not to lose sight completely of 
the human sources behind folk tradition, folk communication, and folk 
performance. 

Of course, I am well aware that terms like ‘‘folk” and “‘tradition,”’ and 
even “folklore” itself, are on the defense nowadays against attacks from 
words like “communication” and “performance.” But since we are 
apparently not yet willing to rename our organization “The American 
Hominology Society” or our journal the Journal of American Artistic 
Communication in Small Groups, I believe there should continue to be a 
place in JAF for “traditional” as well as “structural,” “contextual,” or 
other approaches to our subject. The criteria for acceptance that I insist 
upon are that articles be well documented, well argued, and well written, 
assuming that they do deal with something that can reasonably be 
identified as ‘‘folklore”’ by someone’s reasonable definition. Naturally, we 
want only the best articles meeting these standards for the Journal of 
American Folklore. 

To become the editor of this journal is awesome enough, but to follow 
Barre Toelken’s tenure is gilding the lily. It seems as if there’s nowhere to 
go but down. When I was asked to replace Professor Toelken as editor, I 
already knew what a fine job he had done maintaining high standards of 
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writing and research in JAF while going through the difficulties of 
changing printers. I was also tremendously impressed (and relieved) that 
he had revised the Contributor’s Style Sheet and even had done something 
about the problem of ‘The Cover.” But it was not until I acquired the 
backlog of submitted articles from Barre and read his recent correspon- 
dence concerning them that I appreciated what a high percentage of 
mediocre writing he has gone through and what a kind and tactful person 
he is. This brought to mind that when I replaced Barre Toelken as a 
folklore instructor here at the University of Utah some ten years ago, it 
was a long time before students and colleagues quit faulting me for lack of 
beard, guitar, teaching flair, wit ...etc. Since I weathered that one, I 
hope to survive now the inevitable comparisons of our charm and editorial 
skills as well. 

Taking over in mid-quarter and mid-publication year, I have made only 
necessary changes in personnel and none in policy or format. I replaced 
myself on the Editorial Board with Bruce A. Rosenberg. Other editors 
have agreed to stay on, except that David Evans, finding it impossible to 
continue handling both record and film reviews, asked to drop the latter 
function. The new Film Review Editor, Keith K. Cunningham, introduces 
himself at the end of the Review Section. While I have not met her yet, I 
am already much indebted to Anne D. Williams who continues efficiently 
as the JAF Production Editor at the American Anthropological Associa- 
tion. My Editorial Assistant is English and folklore student Sharon B. 
Decker. Further behind the scenes, but absolutely essential for my 
accepting this editorship, are Richard Bauman, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
American Folklore Society, and William R. Slager, Chairman of the 
Department of English at the University of Utah, who made financial and 
other arrangements necessary to support me in this post. 

More by coincidence than design, much of this my first issue of the 
Journal deals with traditional music, thus providing a nice complement to 
the 1976 joint meeting of the American Folklore Society and the Society 
for Ethnomusicology. I thank authors and review editors for helping me 
to speed up the editorial process and juggle things around so as to enhance 
this theme. 

Finally, instead of exhorting contributors to the Journal of American 
Folklore to follow our style sheet in all its particulars, I simply want to 
remind one and all that this document was published in the January- 
March, 1976, issue (#351) and that a close reading of the sections 
concerning “Preparing the Manuscript” before the final typing of your 
article could easily, in today’s market, mean the difference between 
acceptance and rejection. Reprinted copies of the Contributor’s Style 
Sheet are available from the editor. 


JAN HAROLD BRUNVAND 
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